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to these great centers to be treated, milled or manipulated
before they are transported back again to the smaller com-
munities to be sold to the farmer. These conditions are artifi-
cial."
"What is the answer?" I asked.
Mr. Ford's answer was enough to make chambers of com-
merce shudder. It was simply that he dedicated his company
to the task of getting industry, labor and transportation
back into the country—into direct operation. He said:
"The Ford Company plans to get a large part of its
manufacturing away from the great cities. "We plan to utilize
the water-power of small streams throughout the country
for making various parts of our machinery, both for tractor
and car. During the next few years we will enter many of
the smaller towns and even villages where the townspeople
and even the farmer, if he cares to, may have all the work
wanted. This work for the farmer will come when he is.
not busy on his farm and so will add to his earnings.
"The farmer will see the day when both the horse and
cow are done away with. The horse will go because of the
concentrated energy of automobile and tractor."
"But what about the cow and her milk and other dairy
products," I interrupted.
"It is a simple matter," he replied, "to take the same
cereals that the cows eat and make them into a milk which
is superior to the natural article and much cleaner. The
cow is the crudest machine in the world. Our laboratories
have already demonstrated that cow's milk can be done
away with and the concentration of the elements of milk
can be manufactured into scientific food by machines far
cleaner than cows and not subject to tuberculosis."
"What about the meat which the cow also provides?" I
asked.

